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Many recently new residents have asked
about how the Veterans Memorial came to
be. I thought this would be a good time to
offer this article.

Our Veterans Memorial was designed,
proposed and built in 2018. I hatched the
idea for the memorial after having met so
many residents who were veterans; I kept
wondering why there wasn’t a place in the
Village to honor them. So I asked Jim Pio to
help me create a team to build a memorial
and off we went. At that first meeting, we
agreed that the Memorial needed to be
placed at its location within the heart of the
community, with the fountain as a backdrop
and the canopy of trees overhead, creating a
place for quiet reflection:
• A circle of pavers for our resident veterans:
the essence – the heart of our Memorial
• A border of bricks surrounding them,
representing the support of other veterans
and a grateful community
• Above, the thankful wave of our American
flag, flying proudly because of their service
• The MIA POW flag, forever present and
always reminding us of those still
imprisoned, missing or unable to find their
way home
• The fountain’s water, reflecting our
sorrow, our hope and our thanks
• And benches that would welcome us in
moments of remembrance and gratitude
But the Memorial was always meant to be
more than these elements. Each of its pavers
marks a life that stepped forward to serve

our country and a cause greater than
themselves. Including the names on its
bricks, more than 190 veterans are
memorialized. They represent every branch
of our military, and have served in both war
and peace. Some were stationed here at
home, while others fought on foreign soil in
six military conflicts: World War I, World
War II, Korea, Vietnam, Dessert Shield and
Dessert Storm. Some pavers represent past
residents who left before us, while most are
current residents, and more blank pavers
await future residents. This is a living
memorial: it honors not only those currently
within it, but will welcome new veterans as
they join us here in the Village. As they have
served us, our hope is that this sacred place
will serve them.

We sold pavers and bricks to raise the funds
needed, and from the moment we announced
our plans, this community opened its hearts
and its wallets. Once we presented the
design and proof of funds needed, the Board
approved our contractor and work quickly
commenced. A dedication event was held on
Veterans Day, November 11th, the 100th
anniversary of Armistice Day. Since its



dedication, we’ve gathered as a community
for moments of silence on Memorial and
Patriot Days, for events to honor departed
resident veterans, for Veterans Day
ceremonies and numerous other celebrations
and remembrances.

I believe I speak for many of us when I say
there’s is no other place in the Village that
so intimately connects all of us than this
Memorial. These are our husbands, wives,
mothers and fathers, sons and daughters,
family members and friends. Our hearts. All
placed in this Memorial in honor, love and
thanks. Even if you’re not related to anyone
whose name is marked on these pavers and
bricks, it is still right there that we share in
the kinship of being proud, grateful
Americans. It is right there that we are
united. And in a time when it feels like
there’s so much in the world that’s destined
to divide us, this unity is a gift to our
community. As I leave this Village, I pray
that it lasts.

For those of us who planned and built this
Memorial, it was always our hope that
everyone in this community would make use
of it. I hope you’ll all continue to come to
the Memorial… to remember, thank, cry or
heal. Come alone or with your loved ones.
Sit quietly or celebrate joyously. And as you
stand there and read the names of these men
and women, please take a moment to honor,
gratefully acknowledge, and thank God for
their courage, their dedication and their
service.

It has been my sincere honor to serve as the
Memorial’s unofficial caretaker for these
past four years. From the bottom of my

heart, thank you for allowing me to serve
you.

PHOTO
THE ORIGINAL TEAM who made the the
Veterans Memorial possible: from left, Susie
Riley, Austin O’Malley, Lee Martin, Charlie
Service, Stan Ford, Jim Pio and Walter
Zielinski.


